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1. Video: “Fathers’ Day Memories”
2. Today… the 2nd Father of our Faith

a. Mat. 1:1 “The record of the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah, the son of David, the son of Abraham, Abraham was the father of Isaac…”
b. Isa. 51:2 “Look to Abraham, your father…”  
3. Abe: Father: 2 Ways: Biologically/ Spiritually
a. Biologically: Important (Genealogy) … but not main thing.
1. I Jn.8:38 “I am telling you what I have seen in the Father's presence, and you do what you have heard from your father." "Abraham is our father," they answered. "If you were Abraham's children," said Jesus, "then you would do the things Abraham did.”
2. 41-42 “You are doing the things your own father does." "We are not illegitimate children," they protested. "The only Father we have is God himself." 42 Jesus said to them, "If God were your Father, (BIOLOGICALLY > “CREATOR”) you would love me, for I came from God and now am here. 
b. Jesus’ Concern: Being God's/ Abraham’s Spiritual Children.
4. Today, let’s: “Look to Abraham, our father…”
a.  First, Abraham’s Pre-Relationship Days 

Gen. 12:1 “The LORD had said to Abram, "Leave your country, your people and your father's household and go to the land I will show you. 2 "I will make you into a great nation and I will bless you; I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing.”
·  God, revealing Himself… inviting Abe to respond
·  Invitation to begin to let go… and trust… “Getting to know you”

·  Prepare Abe to one day enter into a Relationship w/ God

b. Secondly, Abraham’s “Relationship Day”
1.  Known for 2 Days… This one is his Greatest.
2.  Gen 15:4: The word of the LORD came to him: “A son coming from your own body will be your heir." God took him outside & said, "Look up at the heavens & count the stars-- if indeed you can count them." Then he said to him, "So shall your offspring be." 6 Abram believed the LORD, and He credited it to him as righteousness. Free… Faith ALONE …Accounting Term
3. Rom. 4:17:”… Abraham. He is the father of us all (Xns). 17 As it is written: "I have made you a father of many nations." He is our father in the sight of God, in whom he believed-- the God who gives life to the dead and calls things that are not as though they were. 18 Against all hope, Abraham in hope believed and so became the father of many nations, just as it had been said to him, "So shall your offspring be." 19 Without weakening in his faith, he faced the fact that his body was as good as dead-- since he was about a hundred years old-- and that Sarah's womb was also dead. 20 Yet he did not waver through unbelief regarding the promise of God, but was strengthened in his faith and gave glory to God, 21 being fully persuaded that God had power to do what he had promised. 22 This is why "it was credited to him as righteousness." 23 The words "it was credited to him" were written not for him alone, 24 but also for us, to whom God will credit righteousness-- for us who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead.
4.  Abraham: Father in Faith, Pioneering us > Faith

a.  Allowed God to prepare him for a relationship
b.  Believed (lean fully upon /fully supports) God's Promise
c.  Believed God could/ would bring life from death.
d.  Received; was “Credited” a “Right” relationship w/ God.
5.  End of story? No! Only the beginning!

c. Thirdly, Abraham’s “Father’s Day”
1. Gen. 22:1 “Some time later God tested Abraham. He said to him, "Abraham!" "Here I am," he replied. 2 Then God said, "Take your son, your only son, Isaac, whom you love, and go to the region of Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains I will tell you about."
2. What is God doing here? Asking a Father to kill his son?
a. Ps. 84:5-7 “How blessed is the man whose strength is in You, in whose   
heart are the highways to Zion! 7 They go from strength to strength…”
When God wants to drill a man, And thrill a man, And skill a man

When God wants to mold a man To play the noblest part;

When He yearns with all His heart To create so great and bold a man

That all the world shall be amazed, Watch His methods, watch His ways!

How He ruthlessly perfects Whom He royally elects!
How He hammers him and hurts him, & with mighty blows converts him

Into trial shapes of clay which Only God understands;

While his tortured heart is crying And he lifts beseeching hands!

How He bends but never breaks When his good He undertakes;

How He uses whom He chooses, And which every purpose fuses him;

By every act induces him to try His splendor out. 
God knows what He's about.
b. God: doing 3 things: 2 > Perfect Abe & Isaac & 1 > Picture
1. Obvious:  "I swear by myself, declares the LORD, that because you have done this & have not withheld your son, your only son, I will surely bless you.
Offer My Isaac' by Stacey Regan

I offer my Isaac, here on your altar
Removed from my shoulders, bound for the slaughter
I surrender my Isaac, here on your altar
Freely I offer the love of my heart.

My hands are free to praise you wholly now
to receive what you have for me
Whether you take or return my Isaac oh Lord
On your altar my heart will still be

2. New Test:  Heb. 11:17-19: “It was by faith that Abraham offered Isaac as a sacrifice when God was testing him. Abraham, who had received God's promises, was ready to sacrifice his only son, Isaac, though God had promised him, "Isaac is the son through whom your descendants will be counted." Abraham assumed that if Isaac died, God was able to bring him back to life again.” 
· “How blessed is the man whose strength is in You, in whose heart are the highways to Zion!  They go from strength to strength…”
· The Test: Abe, do you still believe I can raise the dead?”

· God's promise required an alive Isaac… thus a resurrection!
3. The Picture: (Can God use me to give world a picture of His heart?)
The Day I Lay My Isaac Down
by Lowell Alexander, Dave Clark, Bonnie Keen & Tony Wood

I have a prayer as pure as gold That where You lead me I will go

And I'll embrace the holy plea Each time your Spirit calls to me

And in that hour, and in that time When I must lose my will in Thine

My true devotion will be found The day I lay my Isaac down

Each sacrifice You call me to I'll die to self, I'll live for You

Take up the cross, forsake the crown The day I lay my Isaac down

Your Lamb of Love, Thy blessed friend Nailed to the altar for each sin

There in my place Your Son was bound The day You laid Your Isaac Down

Each sacrifice You call me to I'll die to self, I'll live for You

Take up the cross, forsake the crown The day I lay my Isaac down

· For family devotions, Martin Luther once read the account of Abraham offering Isaac on the altar in Genesis 22. His wife, Katie, said, "I do not believe it. God would not have treated his son like that!" "But Katie," Luther replied. "He did."  Roland Bainton in Here I Stand. 

5. Isa. 51:2 Let us, “Look to Abraham, our father.”  

a. Where are you in respect to Abe’s journey?
1.  In Pre-Relationship Days, “getting-to-know you” stage?
a. That’s Okay… Keep seeking.  But: Only Front Porch!

b.  Not meant for you live there, but walk through!
· Jer. 31:3 "I have loved you with an everlasting love; therefore I have drawn you with lovingkindness.”
2. In the Relationship Day? Is this THE day: 
a.  Believe in Jesus Christ, Crucified & RISEN from DEAD?

b.  Call upon Him to save you?

c.  Then, the accounting miracle comes!

1. Your sins > His column… His righteousness credited to U!

2. = Reconciliation! Relationship!

· Acts 16:30-1 "Sirs, what must I do to be saved?" They said, "Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved.”

3. In the Fathers’ Days? = Being willingly transformed into Image of the Father 

a. Is there a promise of God/ Life you need to hang on to?

· The 1 thing Abe could NOT believe is that God would fail to keep His Word/ Promises

b. Is there an Isaac you need to place on God's altar today?

· Our Father is the Father who did not pull back His Son

b. HYMN: “My faith looks up to Thee”  P. 452
Notes: Used and Unused
I had walked life's way with an easy tread, Had followed where comfort and pleasures led, 
Until one day in a quiet place I met the Master face to face.

With station and rank and wealth for my goal, Much thought for my body, but none for my soul, 
I had entered to win in life's mad race, When I met the Master face to face.

I met Him, and knew Him and blushed to see That His eyes full of sorrow, were fixed on me; 
And I faltered and fell at His feet that day, While my castles melted and vanished away.

Melted and vanished and in their place Naught else did I see but the Masters face. 
And I cried aloud, "Oh, make me meet To follow the steps of Thy wounded feet."

My thought is now for the souls of men, I have lost my life to find it again, 
E'er since one day in a quite place I met the Master face to face.

Author: Unknown

In World magazine, interviewer Larry King said:

I can't make that leap that a lot of people around me have made into belief that there's some judge somewhere. I have a lot of respect for true people of faith…. I've done so many interviews on it. I've always searched. But as someone said, "Did you ever sit down and read the Bible cover to cover?" The answer's no, because I don't know who wrote it. I'm too in my head to be into faith. Faith is a wonderful thing. I envy people who have it. I just can't make the leap.

I remember as a kid, my father died when I was young, and that was unexplainable to me. The God of the Old Testament, I didn't like things he did. "Abraham, sacrifice your son." That always bothered me as a kid. I remember thinking, Why would he do that to Abraham? As a test? So I said to myself, I don't know. I just don't know. That's still true to this day.

Bob Jones, "It's Good to Be King," World (7-28-01), p. 2

For family devotions, Martin Luther once read the account of Abraham offering Isaac on the alter in (Genesis 22). His wife, Katie, said, "I do not believe it. God would not have treated his son like that!" "But Katie," Luther replied. "He did."  Roland Bainton in Here I Stand. 

5. Sanctifying Grace
a. TLV Heb. 11:17-19: “It was by faith that Abraham offered Isaac as a sacrifice when God was testing him. Abraham, who had received God's promises, was ready to sacrifice his only son, Isaac, though God had promised him, "Isaac is the son through whom your descendants will be counted." Abraham assumed that if Isaac died, God was able to bring him back to life again.” 
I had walked life's way with an easy tread, Had followed where comfort and pleasures led, 
Until one day in a quiet place I met the Master face to face.

With station and rank and wealth for my goal, Much thought for my body, but none for my soul, 
I had entered to win in life's mad race, When I met the Master face to face.

I met Him, and knew Him and blushed to see That His eyes full of sorrow, were fixed on me; 
And I faltered and fell at His feet that day, While my castles melted and vanished away.

Melted and vanished and in their place Naught else did I see but the Masters face. 
And I cried aloud, "Oh, make me meet To follow the steps of Thy wounded feet."

My thought is now for the souls of men, I have lost my life to find it again, 
E'er since one day in a quite place I met the Master face to face.

Author: Unknown

Offer My Isaac' by Stacey Regan: (Genesis 22)

I offer my Isaac, here on your altar
Removed from my shoulders, bound for the slaughter
I surrender my Isaac, here on your altar
Freely I offer the love of my heart.

My hands are free to praise you wholly now
to receive what you have for me
Whether you take or return my Isaac oh Lord
On your altar my heart will still be
On your altar my heart will still be

Deborah Bolack
As he walked down the road to Moriah, he knew what he must do.
Though he couldn’t understand how God would work his plan,
he went on, determined to follow through.
But this was his Isaac, his son;

his hope for the future, the promised one.
He had to trust the Lord, or his faith would surely falter,
as he lay his beloved child upon that altar.

As God’s word pierced through my stubborn heart, I finally saw the truth
I had failed to trust his hand, as he worked out his plan,
and I’d feared how he might choose to move.
Yes, this is my Isaac, I know; 

the one thing I’ve held back, so hard to let go.

If I don’t trust my Lord now, my faith will always falter,
so I kneel at my Saviour’s feet before this altar.
Lord, I need your strength to give my Isaac up;
to lay all at your feet; to learn to fully trust.
Lord, I want your will, no matter what it takes.
Lord, I surrender all to your mercy and your grace.

The Day I Lay My Isaac Down

by Lowell Alexander, Dave Clark, Bonnie Keen & Tony Wood

I have a prayer as pure as gold That where You lead me I will go

And I'll embrace the holy plea Each time your Spirit calls to me

And in that hour, and in that time When I must lose my will in Thine

My true devotion will be found The day I lay my Isaac down

Each sacrifice You call me to I'll die to self, I'll live for You

Take up the cross, forsake the crown The day I lay my Isaac down

Your Lamb of Love, Thy blessed friend Nailed to the altar for each sin

There in my place Your Son was bound The day You laid Your Isaac Down

Each sacrifice You call me to I'll die to self, I'll live for You

Take up the cross, forsake the crown The day I lay my Isaac down

Take up the cross, forsake the crown The day I lay my Isaac down

In World magazine, interviewer Larry King said:

I can't make that leap that a lot of people around me have made into belief that there's some judge somewhere. I have a lot of respect for true people of faith…. I've done so many interviews on it. I've always searched. But as someone said, "Did you ever sit down and read the Bible cover to cover?" The answer's no, because I don't know who wrote it. I'm too in my head to be into faith. Faith is a wonderful thing. I envy people who have it. I just can't make the leap.

I remember as a kid, my father died when I was young, and that was unexplainable to me. The God of the Old Testament, I didn't like things he did. "Abraham, sacrifice your son." That always bothered me as a kid. I remember thinking, Why would he do that to Abraham? As a test? So I said to myself, I don't know. I just don't know. That's still true to this day.

Bob Jones, "It's Good to Be King," World (7-28-01), p. 2

For family devotions, Martin Luther once read the account of Abraham offering Isaac on the alter in (Genesis 22). His wife, Katie, said, "I do not believe it. God would not have treated his son like that!" "But Katie," Luther replied. "He did."  Roland Bainton in Here I Stand. 
God never made a promise that was too good to be true.

D.L. Moody, Christian History, no. 25.

Faith is not some weak and pitiful emotion, but is strong and vigorous confidence built on the fact that God is holy love. And even though you cannot see Him right now and cannot understand what He is doing, you know Him. Disaster occurs in your life when you lack the mental composure that comes from establishing yourself on the eternal truth that God is holy love. Faith is the supreme effort of your life—throwing yourself with abandon and total confidence upon God.
By the test of common sense, Jesus Christ’s statements may seem mad, but when you test them by the trial of faith, your findings will fill your spirit with the awesome fact that they are the very words of God.


Trust completely in God, and when He brings you to a new opportunity of adventure, offering it to you, see that you take it. 


We act like pagans in a crisis—only one out of an entire crowd is daring enough to invest his faith in the character of God. 

Oswald Chambers  
Mat. 1:1 “The record of the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah, the son of David, the son of Abraham, 2 Abraham was the father of Isaac…” – Vs.17 (ALL through Isaac; No Isaac – No 2-17!)
Isaiah 51:2 …Look to Abraham, your father…”  Why is Abraham called “Father?” Pioneer,
6. Prevenient Grace:

a. “God's undeserved, initiating, active working in every person’s life, 

b. Seeks to prepare the sinner to receive a free, justifying, forgiven, living relationship with God. 
c. Genesis 12:1 The LORD had said to Abram, "Leave your country, your people and your father's household and go to the land I will show you. 2 "I will make you into a great nation and I will bless you; I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing.
7. Justifying Grace: : 
a. “God's initiating, undeserved work in the person who has said “Yes” to Prevenient Grace.
b. Here, through (prevenient) grace enabled faith, the sinner is forgiven of his/her sin and restored to God’s favor. At this moment, He/ she experiences a new birth by which we he/she is made a new creature in Christ, and is adopted into God's family.
c. Gen 15:4: The word of the LORD came to him: “A son coming from your own body will be your heir." 5 He took him outside and said, "Look up at the heavens and count the stars-- if indeed you can count them." Then he said to him, "So shall your offspring be." 6 Abram believed the LORD, and he credited it to him as righteousness.
d. NIV Rom. 4:17:”… Abraham. He is the father of us all. 17 As it is written: "I have made you a father of many nations." He is our father in the sight of God, in whom he believed-- the God who gives life to the dead and calls things that are not as though they were. 18 Against all hope, Abraham in hope believed and so became the father of many nations, just as it had been said to him, "So shall your offspring be." 19 Without weakening in his faith, he faced the fact that his body was as good as dead-- since he was about a hundred years old-- and that Sarah's womb was also dead. 20 Yet he did not waver through unbelief regarding the promise of God, but was strengthened in his faith and gave glory to God, 21 being fully persuaded that God had power to do what he had promised. 22 This is why "it was credited to him as righteousness." 23 The words "it was credited to him" were written not for him alone, 24 but also for us, to whom God will credit righteousness-- for us who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead.
8. Sanctifying Grace
a. TLV Heb. 11:17-19: “It was by faith that Abraham offered Isaac as a sacrifice when God was testing him. Abraham, who had received God's promises, was ready to sacrifice his only son, Isaac, though God had promised him, "Isaac is the son through whom your descendants will be counted." Abraham assumed that if Isaac died, God was able to bring him back to life again.” 
b. Ps. 84:5-7 “How blessed is the man whose strength is in You, in whose heart are the highways to Zion! 6 Passing through the valley of Baca [weeping] they make it a spring; The early rain also covers it with blessings. 7 They go from strength to strength, Every one of them appears before God in Zion.
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